
Ideas, Tools, and Resources for Climate 
Action

2026 into 2027



“What Can I do to 
Fight Climate Change?”

Our Mission is to answer 
that question and help 
people take 
effective action…..

Climate Steps is a unique, 
501(c)(3) nonprofit 

that expands individuals’
climate action potential 

via a 
knowledge hub PLUS community.

Our 2026 into 2027 Challenges: 

Open New Opportunities by Expanding 
IT Tools that link to Partners

Build an employed base



Challenges People Face 

• Challenge 1 – being told that 
individual action is ineffective. 

“Individuals can’t solve the climate   

crisis.” • Challenge 2 – Finding the best 
information to take effective steps.

It is not “#1 - Recycle”

• Challenge 3 – Finding the resources 
and opportunities to take action.

How can I find renewable energy provider? 

https://www.bhg.com.au/easy-changes-to-live-a-more-sustainable-life-at-home
https://www.bhg.com.au/easy-changes-to-live-a-more-sustainable-life-at-home
https://www.bhg.com.au/easy-changes-to-live-a-more-sustainable-life-at-home
https://greenneighborchallenge.org/About




Climate change is caused by multiple factors
(industry, transportation, agriculture), 

so, we have many areas of action opportunity.

But still questions…

EX:  Is regenerative agriculture really a problem solver? 

Need to pull data in, and help people trust, the science.

Verified actions already exist.*



Response to 1&2: Using scientific 
studies to outline impactful actions. 

• Domino dynamics - diet, solar

• Public commenting. 

• First ‘proposers’ yield a huge 
change in infrastructure. 

• Potential backlash (e.g., gluing 
oneself to art).  

Exs of Effective Actions:



Hub Netor

Resources

Social 
Media

• Information
• Feedback
• Collaborations

Partners
• Action DBs
• Mentoring

Website

• Information
• Forums
• Tools
• Links out

Science
Stories

Curation

Resources

Action

Measure and 
Leverage



Components – Website & Social Platforms, 
10,000+ followers
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(Our main forum)
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• Solar panels, heat pumps, and clotheslines on 
clover yards

• Testifying at town halls

• Transportation shifts from car to trains

• Consulting businesses formed (2)

• Tree-planting events, citizen science

• Collaborations among members

• Art group switched to climate art & action

• With Earth Hero partnered app - 200K users have 
completed 1 million actions

“My entire mindset has been changed due to Climate 
Steps. Every time I have a decision to make, I now 
think of the connection to climate change.” – Amy C.

More Impacts:
Diverse actions by diverse people

Dave helping a science study by replanting 

Coral bred to withstand heat.



Now = 2.0 2023 2024
1&2: Knowledge and Community 

1. LEARN Science-Based facts on 
effective action.

2. SHARE Information and GAIN 
Feedback, via Website, Partners, 
& Social Media (SM)

3. MENTORING on SM

4. PLANNING Tools and 
RESOURCES on Website

3. Tools and Mentoring

5. Tools to Rate impact,, 
Personalize, Prioritize, i.e., 
CHOOSE

6. More social MENTORING 
around Planning

7. FIND OPPORTUNITIES via links 
(Citizen Science, Energy/IRA)

4. Opportunities

9. Widespread Connection to 
Actual OPPORTUNITIES.

10. Widespread MENTORING.

Addressing Challenge 3  - Finding 
Resources and Opportunities:



Major Data-sharing 
Partners 
and Collaborators

Some with links to 
actual opportunities to 
take action (i.e., 
Challenge 3)

Earth Hero (EH)

Wikipedia, WikiCred

WorldWide Climate 
Teach-In



So That People Can…

Discover Climate Steps => 

Discuss/be Mentored => 

Find Effective Steps => 

Find Opportunities => 

Plan   => 

Actually Take Action

all within a free, supportive, collaborative hub.



Thank You 

Annette Olson, Ph.D.
Founder, President.
annette@climatesteps.org

571-345-6087

mailto:annette@climatesteps.org


EXTRAS 



Climate Steps Service Goals

• To help diverse peoples new to climate action take their

first steps.

• To help individuals grow towards further, more 

impactful actions suitable for their personal goals and 

situations.

• To help people learn about and trust the science.

• To connect people into an idea-sharing, action-

supporting community.





First Step –
Link in
Earth Hero

❖100,000+ users

❖60 volunteers

❖Curated, Science-Based Actions:  with 
carbon emissions/Earth Hero points

❖Underlying Shared Action Database

Earth Hero (EH)

www.earthhero.org 

Open-sharing agreement:  EH 
Actions served through Climate 
Steps, and vice versa. 

Agreement – to help build and 
pull in Earth Hero actions, build 
a personalization filter, and tie 
people’s choices to our climate-
planning tools.



Courtesy of Earth Hero



Research Team

Team Lead – Annette Olson, Ph.D. Founder and President Climate 

Steps, Co-Founder Earth Hero and Content Team Lead. 

Contractors– Mark Stewart (Community); Shoshana Risman (Food and 

Ag).

Long-term volunteers - Lisa Howard, website designer; Moderators 

within FB; Kim Bumgarner, Clare Talbot, and Linda Cotton, graphic 

designers.  



Unique followers over social media
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